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Establishment of a long-term, strategic policy formulation and verification system
~ For an attractive Japan that reflects the will of the people~

Yukihisa Fujita

It is not only the wealth of the nation and its people that Japan has lost in “the lost 30 years”. Who is
responsible for the statecraft of Japan has become unclear. The system for long-term, strategic policy
formulation and verification has also been lost. The power of the prime minister has increased, with
successive prime ministers accounting for three-quarters of hereditary politicians and the prime minis-
ter frequently exercising the right to dissolve the Diet. The basic norms of accountability and transpar-
ency have also become a skeleton, as evidenced by the falsification of government documents and sta-
tistics. The Diet has no working body capable of verifying these issues and formulating policies that
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serve the national interest.

The U.S. Congress has the power to submit bills, decide budgets and conduct administrative accounta-
bility, as well as the working bodies to exercise these powers. In Western European countries, think
tanks affiliated with the royal family, parliaments, and political parties conduct policy formulation and
verification independent of the government. In the U.K., there is a clear division of responsibilities and
roles between bureaucrats and parliamentarians, including a limit on contact between them.

Japan's rebirth will require a statecraft that combines both strategic and crisis management.



